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IMPOSING CEREMONIES
AT MOUNT VERNON

H Fittiny Gelebration ol the flnniversaru ol
the Death ol Washington.

THE PRESIDENT'S ELOQUENT TRIBUTE
Mount Vernon, Where Washington Livzd and Died, the

Scene of Unique and Impressive Ceremonies Conducted
by the Masons and the Improved Order of Red Men.In¬
vocation by Bishop Randolph, of Norfolk, and Benedic¬
tion by Rabbi Calish, of Richmond.

(By Telegraph to Virglnian-Pllot.)
Washington, D. C, Dec. 11..With

solemn pomp arid circumstance, with
ceremonies,' beautiful, impressive and
appropriate, In the presence of a distin¬
guished assemblage, and in the full
splendor of ideal autumn weather, the
centennial of the death of George
Wiish'inBton was commemorated to¬
day at Mount Vcrnon.
To-duy's ceremonies wore elaborately

planned and successfully carried to
fruition. They wore conducted by the
Masonic bodies and by the Bed Men of
the United States. Charge of the cere¬

monies incident to to-day's commemo¬
ration was placed In the hands of the
Masons of Virginia, it being in the Old
Dominion that Washington was obli¬
gated as a Master Mason and there that
he participated enthusiastically In Ma¬
sonic work and observances. Tim oiil-
eers of the Grand Lodge of Virginia.,
and the membership of Frcdericksburg
Lodge, in whkh Washington was made
a Milson, and of Washington-Alexan¬
dria Lodge, over which he presided us
worshipful master, had the chief part
In the duty of seeing that tb-ddy'a ob¬
servances were appropriate.

THE PILGRIMAGE.
The visiting Masons, many accompa¬

nied by the ladies of their families, con¬
gregated in Washington early to-day,
arid, escorted by the Masonic bodies of
the District of Columbia, headed by
the Cii-.ind Lodge of the District, made
the Pilgrimage tn Mount Vcrnon by
boat. Tlio Virginia Masons assembled
at Alexandria and Ihence, escorted by
Fredoricksburg Lodge and Washing¬
ton-Alexandria Lodge; as bodies, pro¬
ceeded tni Mount Verhon rilso by boat.
At 10 o'clock President McKinley, him¬
self rtti enthusiastic Mason,;accompa¬
nied by Secretary of State. Hay, Secre¬
tary of the Treasury Gage, Secretary of
the Navy Long, Secretary of the Inte¬
rior Hitchcock, Secretary of Agricul¬
ture Wilson, and Postmaster General
Smith, of (he Cabinet; Assistant Sec¬
retary of the Navy Allen, Major Gen¬
eral Miles, left Washington on a spo-
clnl electric train for Mount Vernon.
arriving I hero at 11 o'clock. The Presi¬
dential parly was greeted by Grand
Master Duke, of Virginia, and by him
was escorted to the mansion.

THE FUNTRALi RITES.
After the President nnd his Cabinet

had reviewed the Masonic bodies from
a platform on the east front of the
mansion, a procession wns formed and
moved, us on the day of General Wnsh-
Inglon's funeral, December 18, 1799, to
the old vault, where the remains were
first deposited. There, in the immediate
presence of the grand oilicers of the
various Stales and the assembled Ma¬
sons, solemn funeral rites were con¬
ducted.
A solemn dirge by the Third Cavalry

Rand was followed by the*- invocation
pronounced by the Rt. Rev. A. M. Ran¬
dolph, Bishop of the Southern Episcopal
Diocese of Virginia. Grand Master A.
A. Burnand, of Colorado, delivered nn
oration on the life nnd work of Wash¬
ington.

AT THE TOMB.
The procession reformed and moved

(hen to the tomb where the remains of
Washington nnd those of his family
now lie. The tomb was magnificently
decorated with lings nnd festoons of
evergreens and flowers. Prayer was
offered by the Rev. G. H. Ray, D. D-,
grand chaplain of the Grand Lodge of
Virginia.
When the Grand Master of Virginia

called upon each of the Jurisdictions of
the thirteen original States, the juris¬
dictions of the Western States and
those of Canada, Belgium and Nova
Scotia, for messages and tributes sent,
by them, nnd nil responded; then the
Grand Master of the District of Colum¬
bia deposited within the tomb the
lambskin apron as a token of Inno¬
cence: the Grand Master of Missouri
deposited the white glove as a token of
friendship; and the Grand Master of
California deposited the evergreen ns
nn emblem of the Mnsonic faith In the
Insurrection ETAO ETAO F1H ETAO
resurrection of the body and the Im¬
mortality of the soul.
Scores of beautiful wreaths nnd

bunches of evergreens were then de¬
posited within the tomb, one of the
most beautiful tokens, nn immense
wreath of ivy, Immortnllcs nnd aiccacla
blossoms, being offered by President
McKinley.
THE PRESIDENT'S ORATION.
The procession returned tc> the east

front of the mansion, where President
McKinley, Introduced by Grand Mas¬
ter Duke, delivered the following ora¬
tion ns his tribute to Washington:
"We have just participated In a ser¬

vice commemorative of the one hun¬
dredth anniversary of the denth of
George Washington. Hero nt hla old
home, which he loved eo well, nnd
which the patriotic women of the coun¬
try have guarded with loving hands,
exercises aro conducted under the au-

spices of the great fraternity of Masons,
which a century ago planned and exe¬
cuted tho solemn ceremonial which at¬
tended the Father of hi3 Country to his
tomb. The lodge in which he was in¬
itiated, and the one over which he nft-
terward presided as Worshipful Master,
accorded positions of honor at his ob¬
sequies, are to-day represented here in
token of profound respect to the mem¬
ory of their most illustrious member
and beloved brother.
WASHINGTON'S NAME REVERRED
"Masons throughout the United

States testify anew their reverence tor
the name of Washington and the in¬
spiring example of ills life. Distin¬
guished representatives are here from
all the grand lodges of the country to
render the ceremonies as dignified and
impre.-vdvc B«S possible, and most cor¬
dial greetings have come from across
our borders and from beyond the sea.
"Not alone in Ibis country, but

throughout the world, have Masons
taken especial Interest in the observ¬
ance of this centennial anniversary. The
fraternity Justly claims the immortal
patriot as one of its members; the whole
human family acknowledges him as one
of its greatest benefactors. Public
bodies, patriotic soeietles, and other or¬
ganizations, our citizens everywhere,
have esteemed It a privilege to-duy to
pay their tribute to his memory and
to the splendor of his achievements in
the advancement of justice end liberty
among men. "His fair fame, secure in
Its immortality, .shall shine through
countless ages with undlmlnished lus¬
ter."
THE REPUBLIC HE FOUNDED.
"The struggling Bepubllc for which

Washington was willing to give ills life
nnd for which he ever freely spent his
fortune, and which at all times was
the object of his most earnest BOlocl-
tude. has steadily and wonderfully de¬
veloped along the lines which his sa¬
gacity 'and foresight can-fully planned.It has stood every trial, nnd at the
dawn of a new century is stronger than
ever to carry forward Its mission ofliberty. Din ing all the intervening yearsit has been true, forever true, to the
precepts of the Constitution which he
and his illustrious colleagues framedfor Iis guidance and government. He
wns the national architect, says Ban¬croft, the historian, and hut for himthe nation could not have achieved itsIndependence, could not have formedIts tinion. could not have put the Fed¬eral Government into operation. Hehad neither precedent nor predecessor.Iiis work was original and constructiveand has successfully stood the severesttests.
_THE CAPITAL CITY.

"Ho selected the site for tho Capitalof the Republic he founded, and gaveIt the name of the Federal City, butthe commission substituted the nameof Washington as the more fitting,and to be a perpetual recognition ofthe services of the commanrtcr-in-chlef of the Continental army, thepresident of the convention whichframed the Constitution, and the firstPresident of the Bepubllc. More than70,000.000 of people acknowledge alle¬giance to the flag which ho has madetriumphant. The nation is his besteulogist and his noblest monument.
SENTIMETS OF CONTEMPO¬

RARIES.
"I have been deeply Interested andtouched by the sentiments of his

contemporaries, uttered a hundred
years ago on the occa.sion of his death.The Rev. Walter King, of Norwich,Conn., in the course of an eloquenteulogy delivered in that city January6th, 1S00, said in part:
"By one mighty effort of manlyresolution we were born anew, and de¬

clared our Independence. Now com¬
menced the bloody contest for every¬thing we held dear. The same Al¬
mighty Being, by whose guidance we
were hitherto conducted, beheld us
with compassion, and saw .what we
needed.a pilot, a leader in tho peril¬
ous enterprise we had undertaken.
He called for Washington, alreadyprepared, nnnolted him as His servant
with regal dignity, and put into his
hands tiie control of all our defensive
operations.
"Hut here admiration suppresses ut-

terance. Your minds must (ill out the
active character of the man. A de¬
scription of the warlike skill, the pro¬
found wisdom, the prudence, the
heroism and integrity which he dis¬
played in the character of thf Com¬
mander-in-chief would suffer mater¬
ially in hands like mine; but I may
say.-the eyes of all our American Israel
were placed upon him as their Savior,
under the direction of heaven.and they
were not dlsappoinetl.'

A CENTURY AGO.
"The Rev. Nathan Strong, pastor

of the North Presbyterian Church in
Hartford, spoke as follows on Decem¬
ber 27, 1790:
" 'He was as much the angel of peace

as of war, as much respected, as deeply
reverenced, Inithe political cabinet for

Continued on Page 8.

A DESTRUCTIVE
LYDDETTE SHELL

One Alone Kills and Wounds Over
Seventy Boers.

A 'SUCCESSFUL SORTIE

I'nrllicr l'nrliciilnrs of tlio Flzlit Itn«
'tween tlio itriitsli mitl tlio Buir«
glicrsm RKiicorofontiniu. * a'lcltot

I'ONt noalroyrit .Kcvlncil 3.lit or

Brltlalt < as.mil lei . Moni. ?ln»-
toil « Ii ii ( Ii 11! Hsciipc* from l*rc»
lorln.Mobilizing l>lvl»lou«

(By telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
London, Dee. 14..A special dispatch

received here from Weonen, Natal, da¬
ted Monday, December 11th, Bays that
the Ladysmith garrison has made a
sortie and destroyed the Modderspruit
bridge.

A DESPERATE FIGHT.
Modder River, Cape Colony, Tuesday,

Dec. 12..Details gathered here by a
representative of the Associated Press
among the wounded British and Boers.

GENERAL LORD METHUEN.
McfefM^^ ^"V* of th? Soi,tl> Af"'-"n campniim Uns fallen to Lortlau union, who has just met with another reverse ut Modder River.

give some idea of the desperate nature
of the light at Magersfonteiit. The]Highlanders did all that the most gal¬
lant troops in the world could do, but
It was impossible to face the terrible
lire of the Boers. The British artillery
again saved the situation and divided
the honors of the day with the Scots.
The batteries worked for hours under
a gnlllng riflo lire.
According to the Boer stories, it was!

Impossible for the burgher* to-have es-]enped fearful loss. One Boer prisoner
said n single lyddite shell killed or
wounded over seventy and that two
fcther shells burst over two bodies of
Boers ensconced b.-hind the range, do-,
fng fearful damage. All agree that the
Boers fought throughout with the ut¬
most gallantry. Their sharpshooters
seldom missed the mark.

SINGLED OUT OFFICERS.
A Seaforth Highlander says that

while he was lying wounded on the
field he saw a Boer, of typical German
appearance, faultlessly dressed, with
polished lop boots, a shirt with silk
ruflles and a cigar in his mouth, walk¬
ing among the ant hills, picking off the
British. He was riulte alone and It was
npparent from the freauent use he
made of field glasses that he was sing¬
ling out officers.
Another wounded Roer says that a

Lyddette shell, fired on Sunday, fell in
the middle of nn open nlr prayer meet¬
ing hold to offer supplications for the
success of the Boer arms.
All the wounded are full of praise for

Ihe treatment they received from the
medical department on the battlefield.

PICKET POST DESTROYED.
While the guards were advancing on

Continued on Page II.

THE NATIONAL
LEGISLATURE

Debate on the Currency Bill Con¬
tinued in the House.

MR. SIBLEY DISAPPOINTS

He Will Void Agniutt tho PcikIIuk
Hill Diiii ucr.it l<- M I'liibiM i l*rc-

|iaro Itesnliitloni ou (bo I'Ulllp-
pino KltuMtlou . Senator I'ctn-

BrcirN Inquiry I.nil! ou llio 'I utile

iiv Dcelslvn SluJorHy.

(Tly Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Washington, D. C. Dec. II..The tic-

bate on tlio Currency bill In the House
to-day was tame and prosaic. The nl-
tendnnce both in the galleries und on
Hie lloor was light and none of the
speeches made attracted especial at¬
tention. Mr. Sibley, Democrat, Penn¬
sylvania, who has publicly announced
his change of views on the money
question and who it was thought might
vote for tlio bill, stated that ho would
vote against it. Mr. Thayer, a Massa-

chusetts Democrat, was the only mem¬ber of the opposition who made aspeech for the hill to-day. The speak¬ers to-day were Messrs. Crumpacker,Indiana: Loverlng. Hassachusetis;Omstcnd, Pennsylvania; McCleary,M.r.nesota; Boulclle, Illinois, and Graft,Illinois, Republicans, In favor of thebill; and Messrs. Cox, Tennessee; Lew¬is, Georgia; Lanhnm, Texas; Slbley,Pennsylvania; Burke, Texas; Terry,Arkansas; Bell, Texas; Gilbert, Ken¬tucky; Smith, Kentucky; Berry, Ken¬tucky; Atwater, North Carolina, nndJelt, Illinois. Democrats, against it.'Mr. Cox (Tennessee), who was theBanking and Currency Committee inthe last Congress, opened the debateto-day In opposition to the currencybill. In the course of his remarks,Mr. Cox paid his respects to Mr. Gros-vonor, whom he characterized as thespokesman of the Administration onthe floor. He was the most adeptrepresentative of the Chief Executive,said .he, for when placed in a hole henever experienced the least dilllcultyin getting out. (Laughter.)
MIL SIB-LEY DISAPPOINTS.

When Mr. Sibley (Pennsylvania)arose to speak much interest wasmanifested, owing to the report thathe had changed his1 views upon thesilver question. Mr. Slbley, however,disappointed his audience. He had
only risen to say that ho proposed to
print his views in the Record. He
had been offered time by the Repub¬licans, b'P as he had spoken against
the Republican candidates In twenty-
seven States In 1S0G he did not desire
to accept favors at their hands.
On the other hand he did not desire

to embarrass the Democrats by asking
for time from them. He would vote

against the pending bill, he said, but
he diil not entirely agree with the views
of members upon the minority eide. He
would, therefore, content himself with
printing his opinions.

CALLED TO WITNESS.
Mr. Hich.irdson. the minority leader,

called Mr. Slbley to witness that he hud
been offered 35 minutes within which
to present his views. To this Mr. Slb¬
ley assented, but said he had not avail¬
ed himself of the proffer, as he did not
desire to embarrass the gentleman who
had tendered It.
Mr. McCleary, Minnesota, remarked

upon the change which had come over
the Democrat*, in past Congresses
they had always seemed eager and
anxious to alter a free silver proposi¬
tion n.s a substitute for almost anything
that happened to be pending. During
the debate not n Democrat had come,
forward with a free sliver substitute.
At 5 o'clock the House recessed until

S o'clock.
NIGHT StCSSION.

At the night session the following
members made speeches: Messrs. H.
C. Smith (Rcy.), of Illinois, and Gib¬
son (Ken.), of Tennessee. In favor of
the bill, and Messrs. Sheppard (Dem.),
or Texas; Shacklcford (Dent.), of Mis¬
souri: W. 15. W ilson (.Dem ), of Illinois;
Unmet (Dem.), of Alabama; Allen
(Dem ). of Kentucky: McLnin (Dem.),
of Mississippi: ltklgely (Pop.), of Kan¬
sas: Heazenle (Dem.), of Louisiana;
Little (Dent.), of Arkansas; Tnlbert
(Dem;), of South Carolina, and Stokes
(Dem.), of South Carolina, against the
bill.
At 10:15 the House adjourned until

to-morrow at ll n. m.

WHAT THE SENATE DID.
Washington, D, C, Dee. 14..The Spri¬

nte to-day by a decisive vote and prac¬
tically without discussion, laid On the
table the Pettigrew resolution of in¬
quiry as to whether or not United
Slates forces had recognized the Filipi¬
no imurgcnls' Hag ami had turned over
Srmnish soldiers to the Insurgents. It
agreed to the House Christinas recess
resolution, and agreed to meet to-mor¬
row to receive reports on the composi¬
tion of its committees for this Con¬
gress.
The vote on tho Pettlcretv resolution

resulted 11 oyea to 20'nays as follows:
Vehs.Aldileh. Allison. lieverldge.

Carter, Chandler, Clai'K (Wyoming),
Deboc, Di pew. K.lkins, Fairbanks, For-
nker, Foster, Frye, Gn Hinget-, Gear.
Ilnnna, Hawlcy, Kenn, Llndsny, Lodge,
McBridc, McComas, McCumber, Mc-
Enery, McLiuiln, McMillan, Nelson,
Perkins, Plait (Connecticut, Platt (New
York), Pritchai-d, Hoss, Scott, Scwall,
Shoup. Spooner. Stewart, Thurston,
Wellington, Weimore, Wolcott.11.
Nays.Uocon, Hate, Börry, Butler,

Clny, Cockrcll. Harris, Heltfeld, Hoar,
Jones (Arkansas), K.-nney, Money, Pet-
tigrew, Petiiis, Rawlins, Sullivan, Tal-
laferro, Tillman,1 Turl y. Vest.20.
On motion of Mr. Foraker the Sen¬

ate, at 1:0.1 p. m., adjourned out of re¬
spect to th mommy of the hue Reprä¬sentative Dnnford, or Ohio.

TUB PHILIPPINES.
Washington, Dec. 14..Two Joint res¬

olutions were Introduced In tho House
of Representatives to-day by Repre¬sentative Williams, of Mississippi,which are (ho result of the consulta¬tion among a. number of Democratic
leaders in the House, and are under¬
stood to bo expressive of their generalposition on the Philippines.
The text of the llrst resolution is an

follows:
"Whereas llie hope has been held out

thai the Filipinos now waging war
against the forces of the United States
in the Island of Luzon would lay downtheir arms If authoritatively assured
thnt it was the Intention of the Gov¬
ernment and the people of tho United
Slates Ultimately to grant to tile peo¬ple of that Island their independence
anil the aiwniiiip control at Lhair q>-
meslic affairs, and
"Whereas, such Is the Intention of tho

Government and of the American peo¬ple, who do not believe in wars of con¬
quest or criminal aggression against
other peoples and have frequently de¬
clared their horror thereof, now there¬
fore be It
"Resolved, by the Senate and House

of Representatives in Congress as¬
sembled:
"Section I, That it has always been

our intent nnd purpose to reeogni/.e the
Inalienable right of the Filipinos to
self-government and national indepen¬
dence, and that In pursuance thereof
we shall make formal recognition of
these rights, and withdraw our land
and sea force* urton tho establishment
of peace and the Inauguration of a con¬
stitutional government, or governments!by the people of the islands, or any of
them, provided the said government
agrees, or the snid governments ngree,
to refund the $20.000.000 which was paid
by us to the Queen of Spain: to give
us fee simple, with right of sovereignty
vested In us, a place suitable for a
naval station nnd other places fitted for
coaling stations, nnd to gronl the
American people in perpetuity tho right
of free access to all of their ports for
goods, merchandise nnd persons bent
on peaceful or missionary pursuit.
"Section 2. We pledge our friendly

assistance and counsel in the work of
Inaugurating such a government.
"Section 3. We pledge ourselves to

treat as an unfriendly manifestation
toward the United States any foreign
Interference or aggression for the
period of ten years from and after the
establishment of such n government,
provided, that the government nnd peo¬
ple of said Islands shall surrender into
our keeping during that period (he en¬
tire question of their foreign relations
and shall pay tho expense to which we
may be put for such troops as shall, at
the request of said government, he
kept on Philippine territory, and of
such ships and naval forces as may bo
kept in the Philippines or adjacent
water for the purposes of the protection
herein promised."
The other resolution recites the con¬

stitutional provisions against slavery
and involuntary servitude, ask* for In¬
formation relative to the conclusion of
a treaty with, the Sultan of Jolo, and
provides for an inquiry by the .ludiciaryCommittee ns to whether the Constitu¬
tional provisions ngalnst slavery and
the statutory provisions jigalnst 'polyg¬
amy apply to' the Sulit people.

A BEAUTIFUL
HOME WEDDING

Mr, R, Lancaster Williams Wed3
Miss Rebekah Gustavia Watkins.
OUR RICHMOND LETTER

Alex. Tute, Wlto«e nontb Sentence
Wniubinmutcti to I,lie Imprison*
ii<o ii t, Write* ilto UoToriior-Tcu*
<l<<r of Nyniimlliy-l.imDialierii Go
to Mount Tornau .Dr. iluivtliorno

Attacks Ulli on. nil by Represent
'.".Itinttvo n itllchcutl.

(Special to Virginian-Pilot.)
Richmond, Va.. Doc. 14..One of the

prettiest home weddings of the season
took place at 6 o'clock this evening,
when Mr. Robert Lancaster Williams,
head of the syndicate that controls the
Norfolk street railways, and Miss Re¬
bekah Gustavia Watkins were mar¬
ried.
There wore only a few attendants on

account of- the recent death of a rel¬
ative of the groom, but the home of the
bride, where the ceremony was per¬
formed, had been transformed Into a
perfect bower of roses, palms and sml-
lux.
Mr. 12. Randolph Williams, a brother

of ihe groom, was best man. Amongthe out-of-town guests were Messrs-
Henry E. Baskcrvtlle and Mr. and airs.
Walter Doyle, of Norfolk; Frank O.
Briggs, of Trenton, >N. J., and others.
After a wedding trip Mr. and Mrs.

Williams will reside in Richmond.
LETTER FROM ALEX. TÄTE.

Governor Tyler's mall this morningcontained n letter writtsn by the negro,Alexander Täte, whose sentence of
dc.ith the Governor two days ago com-
muted to life Imprisonment. Tlie grat¬itude of the negro is evident, and none
who read the letter can doubt tho sin¬
cerity of the wrltor. His language isthat of the simple and Ignorant, and
the stylo that of an emotional rolls-ionlst.
The Governor, us In the other two or

three Instuncis whore he has exercisedclemency, is satisfied that he has made
no mistake, and feels that to have done,
otherwise than he has would be to
have withheld the exercise of mercywhere a reasonable doubt of the Jus-»tlce or allowing the law to take ita I
course existed.
Tato's letter, in part, is as follows:

Portsmouth, Va., Dec. 13, 1S09.
Governor Tyler:
My Dear Savior Hero In This King¬dom: And I pray to prove faithful to

your call and your command, because
you have brought me out In this dis¬
tressful hour. Your voice has come to
me its a strange voice, bot I have never
seen your face. You have come to me
and saved me, .lust as tho Lord came
to Daniel and saved him. For the good
mercies you have done for me, I thank
you from the bottom of my heart- I
cun't explain how much overjoyed I am
for what you have done for me.
God has given you power and also the

sympathy, und you have shown It to¬
wards me, and I thank you, sir. I knowthat God do love you. for God had
picked you out and shown you to me in
preference to nil the judges. I remain
your humble servant.

ALEX ANDER TATE.
TENDER OF SYMPATHY.

The death of Mrs. Ellen N. Lawless,
at Portsmouth, was heard with regret
at the office of the Secretary of the
Commonwealth. Mr. Joseph T. Lawless,who is 'thus deprived of his mother.
The office clerical force this morning
united In the following message o£
condolence:

Richmond, Va., Dec. 11, 1803.
To Hon. Joseph T. Lawless, Ports-*
mouth. Va.:
We have heard with regret of your1

bereavement, and all of us tender, you
our heartfelt sympathy.

J. G. HANKINS,
JOHN H. MOORE,
W. W. SCOTT.

LAW MAKERS GO AWAY.
The majority of the members of tha

Legislature, who went to Mt. Verfton
this morning, returned to-night.

LE CATO OYSTER LAW.
It Is said that at least $5,000 of the

$34,000 profit accruing under the oyster
and llsh laws, und credited to the Le-
Cato oyster law, is dlreotly a. return
from the tax on perch nets and fish
traps. A very high tax was placed on
euch nets and traps: so excessive waa
the tax that representatives of the fish-.
Ing Interests, by appearing before ths
legislative committee, succeeded In se¬
curing a substantial reduction In tho
rate of taxation. Still the measure, as
finally passed In ltd modified form, has

Continued on Page 3.
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